
In 2019 a data centre was opened in Geneva to serve as a single 
project dubbed ‘Beauty’ and will investigate what happened after 
the Big Bang. The centre will opearte for the sole purpose of 
crunching numbers to gain insight into how the universe was 
created. 

In 2014 Amazon 
introduced Alexa 
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Amazon Alexa is a virtual assistant built inside a smart speaker. 
Alexa has the ability to do anything from telling the time to 
playing your favourite tune. All you have to do is say ‘Alexa’ to 
summon the voice recognition which can then process different 
commands. Alexa took the world by storm and now there are 
more than one billion voice searches every month. 

In 2015 a new way of growing braincells was discovered. This was 
a huge advancement in medical science and scientists believe 
that it could help uncover the mysteries of neurological disorders 
including Epilepsy, Alzheimers, Parkinson’s and brain tumours 
to name but a few. This advancement in medical science could 
eventually lead to ground-breaking answers about brain actvity.   
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In 2011 AI beats humans 
in gameshow 

In 2010 Apple releases the iPad
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In 2011 AI beat humans in a complex game.  IBM’s supercomputer Watson, 
defeated two human contestants on the TV show Jeopardy. Creators 
explained how Watson won by matching the text in a question, to the text 
in its memory, after doing a series of calculations on the probabilities of a 
correct answer. 

In 2010 the iPad was unveiled, although initially quiet pricey, customers 
simply couldn’t get enough of this new high tech gadget. The iPad carved 
out a space between smartphone and laptop and went on to be a huge 
success and spawned the creation of many more tablets, like the Amazon 
Fire. Apple sold 15 million ipads before releasing the iPad 2.   

In 2012 the world watched as NASA’s Curiosity Rover landed 
on Mars. NASA’s website temporarily shutdown as it struggled 
to cope with the overwhelming number of visitors watching the 
event unfold live. 

In 2013 the world’s first lab-grown burger is created. The experiment 
took five years and hundreds of thousands of pounds to create 
before the fake beef was finally cooked and eaten. It was created in 
a lab in London using stem cells and was intended to investigate 
whether or not this method could help solve world hunger. 

In 2012 NASA’s Curiosity 
Rover landed on Mars 

In 2013 the world’s first 
lab-grown burger is eaten 

In 2015 braincells 
are grown in a lab 
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In 2016 Waymo a self-driving tech company made the headlines 
when they introduced the development of autonomous vehicles. 
In a short space of time they have since developed the first fully 
operational self-driving car service, where riders can hail cars just 
like they would a taxi or an Uber.  

In 2017 the world’s first commercial carbon-capture plant 
opened in Switzerland. The company behind it, Climeworks, 
say the plant is capable of removing 900 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide from the air annually. This new technology could 
mean a huge leap forward in the fight against climate change 
and the reduction of C°2 emissions. 

  

In 2016 self-driving 
cars arrived  

In 2018 Microsoft sunk a data centre to investigate whether it 
can boost energy efficiency. The experiment is due to last for five 
years and Microsoft believe the cost of cooling the computers will 
be cut by placing them underwater. 

In 2019 a data centre was opened in Geneva to serve 
as a single project dubbed ‘Beauty’ and will investigate 
what happened after the Big Bang. The centre will 
operate for the sole purpose of crunching numbers to 
gain insight into how the universe was created.  

In 2018 Microsoft sunk 
a Data Centre  

In 2017 the world’s first 
carbon-capture plant opens  

In 2019 a data centre was set 
up to investigate the big bang 
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